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Figure 5.2  Crude Oil and Natural Gas Wells and Footage Drilled 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Dry    

Crude Oil    

Natural Gas    

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

T
ho

us
an

d 
W

el
ls

Wells Drilled by Type, 1949–2023

Horizontal and Directional    

Vertical    

Total    

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

T
ho

us
an

d 
W

el
ls

Wells Drilled by Trajectory, 1980–2023

Horizontal and Directional    

Vertical    

Total    

0

100

200

300

400

500

1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

M
ill

io
n 

F
ee

t

Footage Drilled by Trajectory, 1980–2023

Web Page:  http://www.eia.gov/totalenergy/data/monthly/#crude. 

Sources:  Table 5.2. 




