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N Y M E X  F u tu r e  P r ic e s  v s  H e n r y  H u b  S p o t  P r i c e s
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N Y M E X  S e t t le m e n t  P r ic e

H e n ry  H u b  S p o t

N Y M E X  D e liv e ry  M o n th  (n e a r -
m o n th  c o n t ra c t)

N o te :  T h e  H e n ry  H u b  s p o t  p r i c e  i s  f ro m  th e  G A S  D A IL Y  a n d  i s  th e  m id p o in t  o f  th e i r  h ig h  a n d  lo w  p r i c e  f o r  a  d a y .   T h e  d a te s  
m a r k e d  b y  v e r t i c a l  l i n e s  a r e  th e  N Y M E X  n e a r -m o n th  c o n t ra c t  s e t t le m e n t  d a te s .  
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                            (C h ica g o , K a ns a s  C ity , N e w  Y ork , an d  P ittsb u rgh )

E xp ec ted  R a nge

         T he  b ou n ds a re co m p ute d by  a dd in g an d sub tra c ting  f ro m  th e av era ge  tem p era tu res  f or th e la st  1 0  ye a rs  an  a m ou nt  
         e qu al  to  tw ic e an  e s tim a te  o f  th e s ta nd ard  d ev ia tion  f or te m p e ra tures  on  a  d a y .

W o r k in g  G a s  I n  S t o r a g e
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A G A  E s t im a te
E IA  1 9 9 8  
E IA  5  Y e a r  H i s to r ic a l  L o w  1 9 9 3 - 1 9 9 7
E IA  S T E O  P r o je c t io n s

S T E O  P ro je c t io n s

            HENRY HUB PRICE
              SPOT      FUTURES
             October     Nov/Dec
                Del              Del
                          ($ per MMBtu)

  10/26    1.88-1.92       2.298
  10/27    1.77-1.91       2.108
  10/28    1.66-1.72       1.972
  10/29    1.68-1.76       2.348
  10/30    1.71-1.85       2.275

        Working Gas Volume
               as of  10/23/98

                    BCF     % Full
EAST           1734        97
WEST            427        87
Prod Area       885        96
U. S.             3046        95
Source: AGA

Average Temperature for Four
Major Gas Consuming Areas

            Actual    Normal   Diff
  10/24     56            53         3
  10/25     58            52         6
  10/26     59            52         7
  10/27     61            51       10
  10/28     60            50       10
  10/29     56            50         6
  10/30     53            50         3



After reaching a bidweek high of $2.298 per MMBtu on Monday, the NYMEX futures contract for
November delivery at the Henry Hub fell almost $0.35 during the next two days to its final settlement
price of $1.972 on Wednesday, October 28. This is the lowest price for a November contract since 1995
($1.772), and it is almost $1.30 lower than last year s record high price of $3.266 per MMBtu. Spot
market prices also declined most days last week after a jump of 10 cents per MMBtu on Monday owing
to concern about hurricane $Mitch.# When it became clear by midweek that $Mitch# would stay to the
south, prices moved down to end the week at about $1.77 per MMBtu&8 cents below the previous
Friday s price. Temperatures in most parts of the country were seasonal to mild last week with many
areas in the Midwest and the East enjoying daytime highs in the 60s and 70s and nighttime lows in the
40s and 50s. This week s forecast is calling for cooler temperatures in the eastern third of the country.
Net injections to storage slowed to about 5 Bcf per day during the third week of October. The price of
West Texas Intermediate crude oil moved up 55 cents per barrel and ended the week at $14.45&roughly
equivalent to $2.50 per MMBtu.

Storage: According to the American Gas Association (AGA), estimated additions to storage for the
week ended Friday, October 23, were 36 Bcf&22 Bcf less than during the previous week. Most of the
reduction in net additions to working gas occurred in the Consuming East region where only 11 Bcf was
added compared with an estimated 28 Bcf during the previous week. This reduction could have been the
result of the cool temperatures that many areas in the East region experienced during that week. Net
additions in the Producing region declined to 16 Bcf, a drop of 8 Bcf, while the West reported net
additions of 9 Bcf, or 3 Bcf more than a week earlier. Even with the slowdown in net additions, overall
working gas levels remain at a 4-year high of 3,046 Bcf.

Spot Prices: Prices at the Henry Hub moved down most days last week and on Wednesday, the last
trading day for the November NYMEX contract, the spot price was again about $0.30 less than the
near-month futures contract ($1.69 vs. $1.972 per MMBtu). The differential more than doubled to $0.63
per MMBtu on Thursday, then eased back to $0.50 on Friday ($1.78 vs. $2.275) as December became
the near-month contract and ample supplies, elevated stocks, and low demand continued to prevail.
Prices at most major market locations declined last week and were trading near $1.60 per MMBtu in the
Midcontinent to about $1.75 along the Gulf coast. Prices in the Rockies also declined, but only to the
mid $1.60s as west coast electric utilities continue to use gas-fired generators to replace reductions in
hydroelectric power.

Future Prices: The November NYMEX contract moved down almost 15 cents per MMBtu on the last
day of trading as it traded in a tight 11-cent range for the day ($1.95 to $2.06). The contract did
generate a good deal of activity as almost 75,000 contracts were entered into on the last day of trading
for an estimated total of more than 190,000 for the week. On Thursday, the December contract began
trading at $2.348 per MMBtu, virtually the same level that the just-expired November contract began
trading at in October. On Monday, November 3, the December contract opened at $2.24 per MMBtu,
further illustrating the robustness of the current supply situation. Last year at this time, the December
futures contract began trading at $3.475 per MMBtu. At the same time, spot prices at the Henry Hub
were in the mid $3.40s.

Summary: The futures contract for November, the first month of the heating season, settled 6 cents per
MMBtu below the October contract price, while spot market gas traded for $0.30 to $0.60 less than the
near-month contract last week. Storage levels remain at a 4-year high at almost 3,050 Bcf with more
than a week of refill activity still to be reported.


