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Table 3. Global Natural and Anthropogenic Sources and Absorption of Greenhouse Gases in the 1990s

Sources Annual Increase in Gas

Gas Natural I Human-Made ] Total Absorption in the Atmosphere
Carbon Dioxide
(Million Metric Tonsof Gas)* . ... ... .. .. 770,000 23,100 793,100 781,400 11,700
Methane
(Million Metric Tonsof Gas)® . .......... 239 359 588 576 22
Nitrous Oxide
{Million Metric Tonsof Gas)* . .. ........ 9.5 6.9 16.4 12.6 3.8

2Carbon dioxide natural source and absorption of 770,000 million metric tons carbon dioxide, based on balanced flux of 40,000
million metric tons between land and atmosphere and 330,000 million metric tons between oceans and atmosphere, from Intergov-
emmental Panel on Climate Change, Climate Change 2001: The Scientific Basis (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press,
2001), Figure 3.1, p. 188. Human-made emissions of 23,100 million metric tons and distribution of those emissions (atmospheric
absorption 11,700 million metric tons, ocean absorption 6,200 million metric tons, and land absorption 5,100 million metric tons),
taken from Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Climate Change 2001: The Scientific Basis (Cambridge, UK. Cambridge
University Press, 2001), p. 39.

®Methane total sources, absorption, and annual atmospheric increases from Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Cli-
mate Change 2001. The Scientific Basis (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2001), Table 4.2, p. 250. Distinction between
natural and human-made sources based on the assumption that 60 percent of total sources are anthropogenic, from Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change, Climate Change 2001: The Scientific Basis (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2001),
p. 248.

ENitrous oxide total and human-made sources, absorption, and atmospheric increases from Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, Climate Change 2001: The Scientific Basis (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2001), Table 4.4, p. 252, Nitrous
oxide natural sources (9.5 million metric tons of gas) derived by subtracting human-made sources from total sources.

Source: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, Climate Change 2001: The Scientific Basis (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge
University Press, 2001).



