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Table 4.6  Crude Oil and Natural Gas Development Wells, Selected Years, 1949-2003

Year

Wells Drilled Successful
Wells

(percent)

Footage Drilled 1
(thousand feet)

Average Depth
(feet per well)

Crude Oil 2 Natural Gas 3 Dry Holes 4 Total Crude Oil 2 Natural Gas 3 Dry Holes 4 Total Crude Oil 2 Natural Gas 3 Dry Holes 4 Total

1949 19,946 2,939 5,369 28,254 81.0 73,478 10,028 17,315 100,821 3,684 3,412 3,225 3,568
1950 22,229 3,008 6,507 31,744 79.5 85,833 11,329 20,020 117,183 3,861 3,766 3,077 3,691
1955 28,196 3,392 8,620 40,208 78.6 110,374 14,718 31,883 156,976 3,915 4,339 3,699 3,904
1960 20,937 4,281 8,697 33,915 74.4 79,739 22,780 33,826 136,345 3,809 5,321 3,889 4,020
1965 17,119 3,967 8,221 29,307 71.9 67,956 21,174 36,548 125,678 3,970 5,337 4,446 4,288
1970 12,211 3,534 4,869 20,614 76.4 52,130 19,945 22,951 95,026 4,269 5,644 4,714 4,610
1971 11,194 3,501 4,357 19,052 77.1 45,323 19,850 20,186 85,358 4,049 5,670 4,633 4,480
1972 10,693 4,784 4,757 20,234 76.5 45,241 25,159 22,475 92,875 4,231 5,259 4,725 4,590
1973 9,525 5,866 4,368 19,759 77.9 40,408 31,007 21,190 92,605 4,242 5,286 4,851 4,687
1974 12,788 5,948 5,283 24,019 78.0 46,996 30,766 24,296 102,059 3,675 5,173 4,599 4,249
1975 15,966 6,879 6,517 29,362 77.8 61,013 36,032 28,772 125,817 3,821 5,238 4,415 4,285
1976 16,602 8,063 6,986 31,651 77.9 62,365 39,992 31,008 133,365 3,756 4,960 4,439 4,214
1977 17,581 10,574 7,702 35,857 78.5 68,581 53,431 35,905 157,917 3,901 5,053 4,662 4,404
1978 18,010 12,642 8,586 39,238 78.1 69,936 64,043 39,493 173,472 3,883 5,066 4,600 4,421
1979 19,530 13,347 8,662 41,539 79.1 74,747 67,825 39,130 181,702 3,827 5,082 4,517 4,374
1980 30,875 15,252 11,599 57,726 79.9 114,264 77,721 48,849 240,834 3,701 5,096 4,211 4,172
1981 40,962 17,652 15,440 74,054 79.2 155,804 90,775 65,236 311,815 3,804 5,142 4,225 4,211
1982 36,768 16,854 14,972 68,594 78.2 135,532 91,933 62,570 290,035 3,686 5,455 4,179 4,228
1983 35,097 12,971 14,005 62,073 77.4 125,694 67,337 55,788 248,820 3,581 5,191 3,983 4,009
1984 40,407 15,606 14,403 70,416 79.5 149,534 80,689 60,671 290,894 3,701 5,170 4,212 4,131
1985 33,439 12,978 12,132 58,549 79.3 127,519 67,745 52,395 247,659 3,813 5,220 4,319 4,230
1986 18,013 7,723 7,129 32,865 78.3 70,049 39,355 30,370 139,774 3,889 5,096 4,260 4,253
1987 15,239 7,301 6,063 28,603 78.8 60,678 37,424 26,684 124,786 3,982 5,126 4,401 4,363
1988 12,781 7,812 5,348 25,941 79.4 53,366 40,320 25,328 119,014 4,175 5,161 4,736 4,588
1989 9,597 8,834 4,264 22,695 81.2 39,617 44,491 20,075 104,183 4,128 5,036 4,708 4,591
1990 11,544 10,355 4,598 26,497 82.6 50,105 51,153 21,919 123,176 4,340 4,940 4,767 4,649
1991 11,178 8,992 4,282 24,452 82.5 50,484 46,083 20,209 116,777 4,516 5,125 4,720 4,776
1992 8,264 7,786 3,605 19,655 81.7 40,993 43,016 17,452 101,461 4,960 5,525 4,841 5,162
1993 7,905 9,469 3,859 21,233 81.8 39,716 56,494 18,334 114,544 5,024 5,966 4,751 5,395
1994 6,151 8,812 2,902 17,865 83.8 32,495 54,811 15,102 102,408 5,283 6,220 5,204 5,732
1995 7,085 7,784 2,877 17,746 83.8 34,519 47,811 15,276 97,607 4,872 6,142 5,310 5,500
1996 7,831 8,732 3,146 19,709 84.0 37,335 54,243 16,754 108,333 4,768 6,212 5,325 5,497
1997 10,008 10,791 3,592 24,391 85.3 48,596 66,451 19,947 134,993 4,856 6,158 5,553 5,535
1998 6,773 R10,804 3,193 R20,770 R84.6 R34,997 R70,211 R19,648 R124,857 5,167 R6,599 R6,154 R6,059
1999E 4,022 10,338 2,169 16,529 86.9 R18,691 R54,761 R13,382 R86,834 R4,651 R5,297 R6,170 R5,254
2000E 7,094 15,846 2,737 25,677 89.3 R32,705 R78,413 R14,486 R125,604 R4,610 R4,946 R5,293 R4,890
2001E R7,738 R21,095 R2,626 R31,459 R91.7 R39,845 R112,793 R16,003 R168,641 R5,149 R5,347 R6,094 R5,361
2002E R5,833 R15,279 R2,351 R23,463 R90.0 R25,780 R86,312 R12,387 R124,480 R4,420 R5,649 R5,269 R5,305
2003E 5,482 19,149 2,927 27,558 89.4 27,192 117,142 16,654 160,988 4,960 6,117 5,690 5,842

1 See "Footage Drilled" in Glossary.
2 See "Crude Oil Well" in Glossary.
3 See "Natural Gas Well" in Glossary.
4 See "Dry Hole" in Glossary.
R=Revised.  E=Estimate.  
Notes:  •  Data are for development wells only; see Table 4.4 for all wells and Table 4.5 for exploratory

wells only.  See "Development Well" and "Exploratory Well" in Glossary.  •  Service wells, stratigraphic
tests, and core tests are excluded.  •  For 1949-1959, data represent wells completed in a given year.  For
1960-1969, data are for well completion reports received by the American Petroleum Institute during the
reporting year.  For 1970 forward, the data represent wells completed in a given year.  The as-received well
completion data for recent years are incomplete due to delays in the reporting of wells drilled.  The Energy
Information Administration (EIA) therefore statistically imputes the missing data to provide estimates of total

well completions and footage where necessary.  See "Completion (Crude Oil/Natural Gas Production)" in
Glossary.  •  Totals may not equal sum of components due to independent rounding.  Average depth may
not equal average of components due to independent rounding.

Web Pages:  •  For data not shown for 1951-1969, see http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/aer/resource.html.
•  For related information, see http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/info_glance/petroleum.html.

Sources: • 1949-1965—Gulf Publishing Company, World Oil, "Forecast-Review" issue.
•  1966-1969—American Petroleum Institute, Quarterly Review of Drilling Statistics for the United States,
annual summaries and monthly reports.  •  1970-1994—EIA computations based on well reports submitted
to the American Petroleum Institute.  •  1995 forward—EIA computations based on well reports submitted to
the Information Handling Services Energy Group, Inc.  For current data see the EIA, Monthly Energy
Review, Section 5.


