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Table 4.2  Crude Oil and Natural Gas Field Counts, Cumulative Production, Proved Reserves, 
                  and Proved Ultimate Recovery, 1977-2002

Year

Cumulative
Number of Fields

with Crude Oil
and/or

Natural Gas 

Cumulative
Number of
Fields with
Crude Oil

Crude Oil and Lease Condensate
(billion barrels)

Cumulative
Number of
Fields with

Natural Gas 

Natural Gas 1
(trillion cubic feet)

Cumulative
Production

Proved
Reserves

Proved
Ultimate

Recovery
Cumulative
Production

Proved
Reserves

Proved
Ultimate
Recovery

1977 31,360 27,835 121.4 33.6 155.0 23,883 558.3 209.5 767.8
1978 32,430 28,683 124.6 33.1 157.6 24,786 578.4 210.1 788.5
1979 33,644 29,671 127.7 31.2 158.9 25,823 599.1 208.3 807.4
1980 34,999 30,766 130.8 31.3 162.2 26,919 619.4 206.3 825.6
1981 36,621 32,111 133.9 31.0 165.0 28,213 639.4 209.4 848.9
1982 38,123 33,375 137.1 29.5 166.6 29,375 658.1 209.3 867.4
1983 39,489 34,495 140.3 29.3 169.6 30,419 675.1 209.0 884.1
1984 41,038 35,784 143.5 30.0 173.5 31,595 693.5 206.0 899.5
1985 42,317 36,849 146.8 29.9 176.7 32,595 710.9 202.2 913.1
1986 43,076 37,464 150.0 28.3 178.3 33,151 727.8 201.1 928.9
1987 43,742 37,982 153.0 28.7 181.7 33,657 745.4 196.4 941.8
1988 44,414 38,506 156.0 28.2 184.2 34,196 763.4 177.0 940.4
1989 44,883 38,858 158.8 27.9 186.7 34,579 781.7 175.4 957.1
1990 45,385 39,244 161.5 27.6 189.0 34,975 800.4 177.6 978.0
1991 45,776 39,558 164.2 25.9 190.1 35,254 819.1 175.3 994.4
1992 46,149 39,843 166.8 25.0 191.8 35,539 838.0 173.3 1,011.3
1993 46,513 40,124 169.3 24.1 193.4 35,798 857.2 170.5 1,027.7
1994 46,922 40,417 171.7 23.6 195.3 36,142 877.1 171.9 1,049.1
1995 47,296 40,694 174.1 23.5 197.7 36,433 896.9 173.5 1,070.4
1996 47,557 40,875 176.5 23.3 199.8 36,612 917.0 175.1 1,092.1
1997 47,854 40,977 178.9 23.9 202.8 36,830 937.1 175.7 1,112.8
1998 247,664 235,143 181.2 22.4 203.5 232,458 957.0 172.4 1,129.4
1999    NA    NA 183.3 23.2 206.5    NA 976.8 176.2 1,153.0
2000    NA    NA 185.4 23.5 208.9    NA 997.0 186.5 1,183.5
2001    NA    NA 187.5 R23.9 R211.4    NA 1,016.7 183.5 1,200.2
2002    NA    NA 189.6 24.0 213.6    NA 1,036.9 195.6 1,232.5

1 Wet, after separation of lease condensate.
2 There is a discontinuity in this time series between 1997 and 1998 due to the absence of updates for a

subset of the data used in the past. 
R=Revised.  NA=Not available.  
Notes:  •  Data are at end of year.  •  See "Proved Reserves, Crude Oil," "Proved Reserves, Lease

Condensate," "Proved Reserves, Natural Gas," and  "Proved Reserves, Natural Gas Liquids" in Glossary.
Web Pages:  See http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/info_glance/petroleum.html and

http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/natural_gas/info_glance/natural_gas.html for related information.

Sources:  Cumulative Number of Fields:  Energy Information Administration (EIA), Oil and Gas Field
Code Master List, annual reports, and EIA, Office of Oil and Gas, Oil and Gas Integrated Field File. 
Cumulative Production:  Calculated from EIA, Petroleum Supply Annual, annual reports and Natural Gas
Annual, annual reports.  Proved Reserves:  •  1977-2001—EIA, U.S. Crude Oil, Natural Gas, and Natural
Gas Liquids Reserves, annual reports.  •  2002—EIA, U.S. Crude Oil, Natural Gas, and Natural Gas Liquids
Reserves 2002 Annual Report (December 2003), Tables 6, 9, and 15.  Proved Ultimate Recovery: 
Calculated as the sum of cumulative production and proved reserves.


